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Devolved Decisions

The Scotland Act 1998 (an Act of 
the UK Parliament) created a 
Scottish Parliament and passed to it 
the powers to make laws on a 
range of issues. These powers were 
extended by the Scotland Act 2012.

The issues upon which the Scottish 
Parliament can make laws are 
known as devolved matters.

Devolved Matters

• agriculture, forestry and fisheries

• education and training

• environment

• health and social services

• housing

• law and order (including the 
licensing of air weapons)

• local government

• sport and the arts

• tourism and economic 
development

• many aspects of transport



NHS Scotland

14 Regional Health Boards

• Each Board individually accountable to 

Scottish Ministers

• Each Board is responsible for the 

protection and the improvement of their 

population’s health and for the delivery 

of frontline healthcare services.

• There is a risk share agreement to cover 

the costs of clotting factor product and 

a National Haemophilia Committee to 

coordinate care.

• Each board has its own network for 

Hepatitis/Blood Borne Viruses and must 

make its own decisions about funding.



Accessing new treatments

Products are 
licensed

Scottish Medicines 
Consortium (SMC)

Regional Health 
Board Decisions

• The SMC conduct assessment 

on each licensed treatment 

rather than class of treatments.

• The SMC is a permissive 

process.  Approval allows 

boards to use a treatment but 

doesn’t mandate or fund it.

• Meanwhile access is through 

clinical trials or Individual 

Patient Treatment Requests to 

Regional Health Boards.



SMC Approvals 

ledipasvir-sofosbuvir (Harvoni)

SMC Drug ID: 1030/15; Manufacturer: Gilead Sciences Ltd; Indication: Treatment of chronic hepatitis C 

(CHC) in adults.; Submission Type: Full submission; Status: Restricted; Date Advice Published: 09/03/2015; 

restricted for use only in adults with genotype 1 and 4

daclatasvir_(Daklinza)

SMC Drug ID: 1002/14; Manufacturer: Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharmaceuticals Ltd; Indication: In 

combination with other medicinal products for the treatment of chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection 

in adults. ; Submission Type: Full submission; Status: Restricted; Date Advice Published: 10/11/2014;

simeprevir (Olysio)

SMC Drug ID: 988/14; Manufacturer: Janssen-Cilag Ltd; Indication: In combination with other medicinal 

products for the treatment of chronic hepatitis C in adult patients.; Submission Type: Full submission; 

Status: Accepted; Date Advice Published: 13/10/2014;

sofosbuvir (Sovaldi)

SMC Drug ID: 964/14; Manufacturer: Gilead Sciences Ltd; Indication: in combination with other 

medicinal products for the treatment of chronic hepatitis C (CHC) in adults.; Submission Type: Full 

submission; Status: Accepted; Date Advice Published: 09/06/2014;

Gilead make G3 submission to SMC

https://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/SMC_Advice/Advice/1030_15_ledipasvir_sofosbuvir_Harvoni/ledipasvir_sofosbuvir_Harvoni
https://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/SMC_Advice/Advice/1002_14_daclatasvir_Daklinza/daclatasvir_Daklinza
https://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/SMC_Advice/Advice/988_14_simeprevir_Olysio/simeprevir_Olysio
https://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/SMC_Advice/Advice/964_14_sofosbuvir_Sovaldi/sofosbuvir_Sovaldi


Building a Scottish wide approach

The Sexual Health and Blood 

Borne Viruses Framework.  

• 4 year plan

• 1,000 people treated a 

year

• Aim to eliminate the virus

Consensus conference

• Will aim to produce 

practical guidance to 

inform clinicians and 

Boards.



People with Bleeding Disorders

Shona Robison MSP

Cabinet Secretary for 

Health Wellbeing and Sport

26 March 2015

“Obviously, these are clinical 

judgements, and someone would 

have to be clinically suitable for any 

drug or treatment. With that caveat, I 

would say that it is very important that 

those who have been affected through 

the infected blood and blood products 

are given the opportunity to have 

those treatments, but they have to be 

clinically suitable, and that is a clinical 

judgement.”


